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Downy Handicraft Among the Tatars of the Bolsherechensky District 
of the Omsk Region in the Second Half of the 20th Century 

to the Beginning of the 21st Century (Preliminary Information)

The author obtained the research materials during an expedition trip in summer 2020. The purpose of this article is to 
bring into scienti  c circulation the materials on the downy handicraft unknown to ethnographers among the Tatars of the 
Ulenkul and Yalankul cluster of settlements. Until now, ethnographers virtually have not been engaged in the purposeful 
study of female handicrafts of the Tatars in Western Siberia. The new information expands the researchers’ understanding of 
homework and women’s work, the ways of life support of the studied local population groups. The chronological framework 
of the study covers the second half of the 20th century to the beginning of the 21st century. The paper contains information 
on the downy handicraft in the second half of the 20th century, as well as information on the number of goats in personal 
subsidiary farms of inhabitant and general information on downy goat breeding (animal breeds, methods of acquisition). 
The following describes the technological process of obtaining and making yarn: features of combing out goats, processing 
of  uff (cleaning from litter, washing), and spinning. The technology of knitting warm shawls and kerchief, mittens and socks 
are generally considered, and information is provided on the ornaments made on items. Based on the study economy and 
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material culture of the Tatars in Western Siberia, the author concludes that downy goat breeding was a rare phenomenon in 
the settlements of the Tatars in the Omsk region. Downy handicraft was a distinctive feature of these settlements. In the second 
half of the 20th century, most families were involved in the production of downy items for sale. This handicraft provided a 
substantial income for the Tatar families.

Keywords: downy goat breeding, downy handicraft, traditions, the Tatars, Ulenkul and Yalankul cluster of settlements.

   
 .    -

      1924 . 
 ,    -

 ,  :   – 
17,  – 12,  – 21,    -

,   , – 24 (  . . 735. 
. 1. . 326. . 43). ,    , 

      , , -
.    ,     

       
  .   XX .  

  :  -
      [ -

…, 1911, . 385]. 
 1960–1970-  .    

    ( ),   
   , ,   ( -

  )     , -
   .   . .  

1961 . .  .       
    ,   -
: «  ,   ,   » 

( . -107. . 49–50), . .    
,   ,     

  .   -
      -
  – .   - , 

 . .      .  
       -

      . 
. .  1959 . . , ,   
 17 ,    .    

    .       
      ,   

 .   120 .    
.  . .     

     .    
 .  . .   XX . -

      -
     . . .

      
      

1975 .,  . ,    -
     , 

 .     .  . -
  186  (  / )  -

 107 (58 %),  .   53 /  – 31 (59 %), 



832

 .   76 /  – 50 (66 %),  .   
71 /  – 44 (62 %).     
  .  (   

4–5  8–9 ) ( .   . . 1-26). 
     -

,       
 .  ,   -

    .  140  
 107   (76 %).    -

    4–6  12 .  , 
 . ,  -     

,  13 /   43   (30 %) ( .  
 . . 2-14). , ,   -
   , -

, . ,   ,     
     
     . 

      
        

.  1  2020 .    
   351   

71 ,  :     1  – 
33,   1  – 12,   1  – 9, 

 – 17 ( . -107. . 49. .  14. 
      -

  1  2020 . //  -
      

   ).
  ,    -

  -    
: «      » ( . 

-107. . 23).     , 
. .   .   ,    -

  .  , , 
    , ,   
  ,     -

, -      
 .  ,   , 

   . 
     

,   ,  « »,   
     .   -
     , -

       .  
      

  ,     
.    ,    , 

,    ,   . 
        

  . 
    :  -

, . ,    
  ,    
-  .    -

       -

.      , -
    ,     

 .
   ,   -

       -
 – . .  .   -

  .     
  .   , -

, .      
    

    .    -
     .

      
  . .    -

     -
 . 

       
 . , . .  1966 . . -
,       . -
 .  . .  1961 . . , 
        . 

   – . .  1959 . . –  
  . ,     

   -
     -

  (   , ),  
    . 

   ,  -
     .   

      , 
. .  .       

  ( )  .  -
     

  .     
 1  . 

       
 .     -

,    («  »), . .  
      -

,    (  ),   
    .  -
        , 

   . 
      -

 .       
 ,        

 .     -
.       -

      
. «      -

,    .   -
 : “ !  .   -
   !”» ( . -107. . 23). 

 ,     
,    ,  -



833

   ( ). «    
   .    -

    ,   
 ,      
  » ( . -107. . 50).   
 ,    , 
       . 
       . 

   .    -
   .  -

    .    
      , -   

 ,   –   
  . ,   

,     .     
  .     -

 -  ,     -
.     

  .    -
    ( / ): -

 ,  .     
.      

,    .   -
   .    -

/ .  e   (     
 )  .  

  .     -
   ,    

  [ …, 1999, . 133–134, 237]. 
    -

       
.       

-  ,     .   -
  ,    , 
    .    

    5–7 ,   -
      
. 10 . 

      -
,  –  ,    , -

       
  .    -
  ,     

   .       
 , .     -

 ;      .   
   , . .    

  .    
 . 

     -
 ( ),       -
   (    

,   )    
,    .   -

    ,   

,       
 ,     -

. 
     -

.      
  .   , -

  .    
  . -      -

 ( ).    , , -
    .     

 (    ,   : 
, ,   . .)   . 

      -
 (80 º )   .   -

     ,    
     . 

  . .  1961 . .,   
     ,    

,      -
 .    

   . 
      

  –   , 
 . .   ,     

 .     -
,    ,    -
 . 

      
      

 ,  .   -
         . 

       ( . 
. , .   . , -

. . , . ),    
 « » ( ).   -

    , -
     – 5–7 ,     

 –  15 .     -
   ,   

    . -
    ,   

 .     -
  . 

    –  -
.       

     : 
    (   -

) ;   .  
  . -

    ,   -
,    , -

  ,   . 
   ,    -

 .    ,   
  ,     



834

.   ,  – -
   30   40.     

   10     . 
   . .  1961 . . 

 . .  1959 . .  -
  ,      

  .
   .     

  300  ,  :  – 
200 ,  – 150 ,   – 100 . 

     -
     ( -

 ).  (  )   
  .    ( )  -

 (  )     
. .  ,    -

     ,  -
   .    

  ,   , –  .
      

.       , 
  50 ,     
.      , 

      . 
   250 . 

      -
.    ( ),  
 (  ).   , -

,       -
 -   ( - . .)  
 ( . .),   – .   
      -

 ,  «  » ( . . 
 ),     « » 

( ).  ,     
« » ( ),     

 .  ( . . ; -
- . . ; )      

. ,   , 
 « », «  » ( ). 

     -
     -

      .  -
   ,   

      
   . .  2019 . 100   

 400 .     
       -

      -
 .    .  

     1 . .,  
 – 12 . .    -

  500 .     -
.  2019–2020 .      

:   ( ) – . 5 . ., 

 – 3 . .,  – 2 . ., -
 – 600–700 .,  – 500 . 

 ,     -
  ,   -
       -
     

 -   . 
    -

      -
 ,      

      . 
   XX .   

      
    . 

     -
   .

     -
    -  ,   -
  –   ( ),  

  –   -
  .      

  ,       
 .    -

     .  -
     . 

      0329-2019-0005 
«       

   : -  
  ».

     
      -

 . . ,  : 
 – . . ,  – . . , 
 – . .    – . . -

, . . ,     -
    .

 

 . .    // -
    . – , 1978. – 

. 159–171. 
 . .     -

  //     
. – , 1980. – . 68–80. 

 . .     XIX – 
XX :    . – : 

, 2011. – 144 . 
     

     /  
. . . . – :  ., 

1911. – 395 . 



835

 . .    -
:    . – -

: -    , 2004. – 110 . 
      

   . – : , . 
 , 1999. – 261 . 

References

Andronikov I.A. (ed.). Materialy po zemlevladeniyu i 
ekonomicheskomu bytu osedlykh inorodtsev Tobol’skoi gubernii. 
Tobolsk: Gubernskaya tipogra  ya, 1911, 395 p. (In Russ.).

Bogomolov V.B.  Ornament tarskikh tatar.  In 
Etnokul’turnye yavleniya v Zapadnoi Sibiri. Tomsk, 1978, 
pp. 159–171. (In Russ.).

Bogomolov V.B. Tkachestvo dekorativnykh kovrov u 
barabinskikh tatar. In Dukhovnaya kul’tura narodov zapadnoi 
Sibiri. Tomsk, 1980, pp. 68–80. (In Russ.).

Bureeva F.M.  Ornament tarskikh tatar kontsa 
XIX – XX vekov: k probleme etnokul’turnoi istorii. Omsk: 
Omskblankizdat, 2011, 144 p. (In Russ.).

Khozyaistvo i sredstva peredvizheniya sibirskikh tatar 
v kollektsiyakh MAE OmGU. Novosibirsk: IAET SB RAS 
Publ., 1999, 261 p. (In Russ.).

Smirnova E.Yu. Odezhda tatar Srednego Priirtysh’ya: 
etnokul’turnye svyazi i kontakty. Novosibirsk: IAET SB 
RAS Publ., 2004, 110 p. (In Russ.).

 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8271-8451


