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Archaeological Survey on the Lower Synya River 
(Shuryshkarsky District, Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Okrug) in 2020

In 2020, the Lower Ob Paleolithic Team from the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of the SB RAS carried out 
archaeological surveys on the Lower Synya River (right tributary of the Malaya Ob River). High left bank was explored from 
the mouth of the Synya River, including its tributaries, to Ovgort village. In total, 50 test pits up to 5 m deep and stratigraphic 
pro  les consisting of subaerial, subaquatic, and glacial sediments of the Middle-Upper Neopleistocene were made. Three 
new strati  ed Late Holocene sites – Yam-Gort-1, -2, and -3 – were discovered. The evidence from these sites included pottery 
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fragments and thermal fragments of pebbles; cultural layers were marked by carbonaceous and ashy  lling. Pottery fragments 
with carbon deposits were mostly undecorated. Decoration on a few decorated fragments was made by stamped wavy 
ornamentation (comb). Radiocarbon dates of two sites were 4000–3000 BP. Lithic artifacts (tool fragment and a core) were 
found in situ in the Neopleistocene sediments (Yam-Gort-4 and Unsoim) for the  rst time in this region. This evidence has not 
yet been dated but according to the geological and geomorphological situation, it is earlier than MIS 2. The discovery of the 
Neopleistocene archaeological sites in the Lower Ob region makes it possible to move the border of  rst human migrations 
200 km to the north and establish that peopling of this region started two times earlier than it had been previously thought.

Keywords: Lower Ob River, Synya River, archaeological survey, Paleolithic, Holocene, Neopleistocene, stratigraphy.

  ,  
     

  ,     
      

  (11–6 . . .) [ , 
, , 2014;   ., 2014]. 

     
      -

 [ , 2015],     -
 –       ( - , 
   .),      ( -

 ) [ , 2019].   
    -

       
     -
  ,  -

  ( , ,   
  . .).    -

      
    

 ,    
     -

      , 
    ,  -

 ,    .  
,     -

   ,  -
  .   , -

        
  ,   -

-    
    -

  50 . . .,     
    ,   

 [   ., 2020].   
    -

     
     (  

  .),      , 
      

 ,    .    
       
     

( , ,   , 
  .).    -

  ,    
-  -    -

 ,     
 ,  ,  

   .
 2020 .    

     -
      ( -
 -  ),  . .     -

 .     
 ( .    . «  -
      2020 » 

  )     
  .  (    

)    ,    -
        . , 

     -
.       

 ,       
       -

 ,  -  
 [   ., 2020],    

      -
 ,    -

  ,     -
      ( . 1).

  .   
 ,     

    [ , 
, 1995; , 2004],    

     -
    - -  III 

[ , 2012]. 
  2020 .  .  -

      
,     I  II 

 .     
  (      -

  ,    
,       -

 )   50   , 
 ,   -

  –  -
    5 .    -

      



77

,    ( - -1, -2, -3) -
   ,   ( - -4  -

) –     .
- -1.    -
 . ,  11      . -

,     . -
,   ,   

,    – 6 .  -
     , 

      
 .   -

      
 1 (2 × 1 ),    2,7 .
      

  .
 1.    . 

 – 0,2 .
 2. -   , -

 ,    
,    

    2–3  . -
    .  – 

0,1 .     -
 .

 3. -     
,  , -

.   . -
 – 0,2 .

 4.   -
  -   -
  -  ,  -

 .   
- .  – 0,8 . 

 5.   -
  -    -
     .   
       – -

  -    -
  0,6 .   . 

 – 0,3 .
 6.   -

     
 .    Mn  1   -

.   . 
 – 0,30–0,35 .

 7.   -
  -    

     -
-  .  -

    0,3 .  
  .  – 0,50–0,55 .
 8. -    -

 .     
- .    

.   –  0,2 .
   -

   
        

   .   
     

-     ( . ) 
  AMS-  3340–3000 . . . (GV-

03041).
- -2.    -
 . ,  1      -

-1,     . 

 1.    2020 .    .      .



78

,   ,  -
 ,    – 7 .  

     , 
    (  1)  -

  .  
 (  )   

     « » 
  ,     

 1.     -
 ,    1 (2,0 × 1,0 × 

× 2,6 ),    (  ).
 1.    . 

 – 0,3 .
 2.  .   -

-      2–3  
;      
 4–6 ;     
 3–4 .    . 
 – 0,1 .     -

 .
 3.   -   -

  , . -
     -

  .  
 - . -

 – 0,3 .
 4.     , 

    -
  -  . 

  . -
 – 0,3 .

 5.     , 
, ,  -
.     

 0,2    ,  . 
  . -

 – 0,2–0,4 .
 6.    

   -
    .   
     – -

  -  ,  
 .    

  Mn.   -
.  – 0,6–0,8 .

 7. -    -
, - ,  -

 .     
 (  2–3  )  -

 .   .  
 –  0,6 .

   12 
     

( . 2, 1).    -
,     

.     
   

     
( )    .    

   . 
       -

    -
       

AMS- : 3824–3491 . . . (GV-03039/2) 
 4223–3872 . . . (GV-03039/1) .

- -3.    -
 . ,  6      . -

,     . . 
,   ,   

     
   8   .  -

     , 
      

 .
    -

     3 (2 × 1 ), -
   1,7 .

 -      
  .
 1.    . 

 – 0,3 .     
 .

 2.    
 ,      . 

 – 0,05–0,20 .    -
  .

 3. -   -
  ,  . 

  .  – 
0,3–0,5 . 

 4. -   . 
  . -

 – 0,4 .
 5.   -  . -

     -
.  – 0,1 .

 6. -   . 
  . -

 – 0,15 .
 7. -  . . -

 – 0,05–0,10 .
 8. -   . 

   -
.  – 0,15–0,20 .

 9.     . -
 – 0,05 .

 10. -   . 
-  .  – 0,2 .
 11. -      -

. .   –  0,2 .



79

    
  1  2    -  

,   2–5 . 
      
   ,  . .  

   -
    -

   ( )  
  ,      -

 ( . 2, 2).     
     (?),  -
      -

  ( . 2, 3).
       (  9) 

  -     
  AMS- : 10491–10193 . . . 

(GV-03035).
- -4.    -
 . ,  2      -

-2,    . ,  0,5  
    ,     

.
      

,      -
 .   -   

(3 × 2 ),   5 2   2,7 , -
   – 5 . 

    
(  ).

 1.    . 
 – 0,2 .

 2. , -   -
.   . 

 – 0,4 . 
 3.   -

-        -
     . -

 ,     
.   - -

.  – 0,4 .
 4.   -

   . . -
 – 0,4 .     -

 .
 5.    

    , . -
 .  – 0,4–0,5 .

 6.     -
 -    

   ( ).  
, , , . -

 .  – 0,2–0,4 .
 7. -  ,  

  . 
   – .  – . 

 –   .  -
 –  0,7 .

    
 .   , -

   -   -
   ( . 2, 5 , 5 ).  

     

. 2.  ,      2020 .   - -2 (1), 
- -3 (2, 3), - -4 (5 , 5 ),  (6 , 6 )      (4).

1–3 –  ; 4 –  ; 5 –  ; 6 – .



80

    . 
      , 

 – ,   -
 .     

,   - -
 ,   

,     -
   50–30 . . .

.     
. ,  5      . - , 
    .  (  ). 

   ,   
 – 5 .

      
,      -

 .  2  -   
(3 × 2 ),   5 2   2,6 ; -

   – 5 . 

    
(  ) ( . 3).

 1.   .  – 
0,2 .

 2. -   . 
  - -

.  – 0,2 .
 3.  -  . 

.  – 0,02–0,05 .
 4. -     

 , .  
 - . -

 – 0,15–0,35 .
 5.  , « -

»  « » .  
.  – 0,2 .

 6. -   . 
  . -

 – 0,50–0,55 .    
   -

 .
 7.  -
    

   -
. .  – 0,70–0,75 .

 8.    -
  . -
  . -

 – 0,2 . 
 9.   

    , -
.   . 

  –  0,1 .
  -

  -
   
 ,  

   ( . . 2, 6 , 6 ). 
 ,   -

    
  .  -

     
   -

,     
  ( . 2, 4).

 ,   -
  2020 .    

.      -
  

.  ,    
   

 ,  
  , in situ. 

     -
 ,  -

. 3.  ( )    ( )  -
  2   .

1 –  ; 2 – ; 3 – ; 4 – ; 5 – -
; 6 –  ; 7 – ; 8 – ; 9 –  -

 .



81

      -
-    

  ,    -
    2. -

,  ,     
 ,    
    

  ,  ,  
     

   .

    -
 ,   19-78-20002 «   -

      
     ».  

   . .  
 . .     -

,   . .  . .   . 
.  . .     -

 .

 

 . .,  . ., -
 . .    //  

     -
  : - . – .: , 

2014. – . 168–181.
 . .,  . .,  . ., -

 . .     -
   //    

     : -
- . – .: , 2014. – . 422–446.

 . .,  . .,  . ., 
 . .,  . .,  . ., -

 . .,  . .,  . .  -
       

    // Stratum Plus. – 2020. –  1. – 
. 137–146.

 . .,  . .   -
     - -

   (       
 ). – , 1995 ( ).

 . .     
 // . . . – 2015. –  2. – . 50–60.

 . .   :   -
     -

 //      -
    (  100-   

  ). – .: -
. , 2019. – . 103–138. 

 . .    
     .   -

  2002 . //     -
  (     ): 

-  XLIV . (  . ) .- -
. .    . – , 

2004. – . 195–197.
 . .    

   .  (    
- -  III) // . . . - . .: -
. – 2012. –  2. – . 160–165.

References

Besprozvannyi E.M., Kosintsev P.A., Pogodin A.A. 
North of West Siberia. In Initial Human Colonization of 
Arctic in Changing Paleoenvironments: atlas-monograph. 
Moscow: GEOS, 2014, pp. 168–181. (In Russ.).

K o c h e g o v  E . I . ,  F e d o ro v a  N . V .  O t c h e t  o b 
arkheologicheskoi razvedke v Shuryshkarskom raione 
Yamalo-Nenetskogo avtonomnogo okruga (reka Synya i ee 
pritoki Nes’egan i Lesmiegan). Yekaterinburg, 1995 (copy). 
(In Russ.).

Pavlov P.Yu. On the Initial Colonization of the North 
of Ural. In Ural Historical Herald, 2015, No. 2, pp. 50–60. 
(In Russ.).

Pitul’ko V.V. In Pursuit of the Time: Searching for the 
Initial Human settlement of the Siberian Arctic. In The Past 
of Humankind as seen by the Petersburg Archaeologists at 
the Dawn of the Millennium (to the Centennial of the Russian 
Academic Archaeology). St. Petersburg: Peterburgskoe 
Vostokovedenie, 2019, pp. 103–138. (In Russ.).

Rudkovskii S.I. Arkheologicheskie issledovaniya na 
pamyatnikakh epokhi bronzy v basseinakh rr. Synya i Voikar 
v 2002 g. In Traditsionnye kultury i obshchestva Severnoi Azii 
(s drevneishikh vremen do sovremennosti): materialy XLIV 
regional’noi (s mezhdunarodnym uchastiem) arkheologo-
etnogra  cheskoi konferentsii studentov i molodykh uchenykh. 
Kemerovo, 2004, pp. 195–197. (In Russ.).

Rudkovskii S.I. The Peculiarities of the Late Bronze 
Age in the Synya river basin (according to the materials of 
the settlement Lov-Sang-Khum III). Tomsk State Univ. J. 
Series: History, 2012, vol. 2, pp. 160–165. (In Russ.).

Velichko A.A., Vasilev S.A., Gribchenko Yu.N., 
Kurenkova E.I. Stages of initial human colonization of 
Arctic and Subarctic. In Initial Human Colonization of 
Arctic in Changing Paleoenvironments: atlas-monograph. 
Moscow: GEOS, 2014, pp. 422–446. (In Russ.).

Zolnikov I.D., Anoikin . . ,  Makarov S.S., 
Postnov A.V., Rezvyi A.S., Glushkova N.V., Bychkov D.A., 
Tupakhin D.S., Vybornov A.V. About possible ways of 
human migrations into the territory of the Lower Ob in the 
Stone Age. Stratum Plus, 2020, No. 1, pp. 137–146. (In Russ.).

 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1178-5707
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2383-2259
 . . https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2675-7736


